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Why Take Part?
Participating organisations report a wide range of benefits 
from taking part in the Festival. Our last large scale survey 
indicated:

• 79% of Family Learning Festival organisers reached new 
audiences as a result of their activities.

• 74% of organisers developed new learning 
opportunities through involvement in the Festival.

• 73% of organisers ran events that were attended by 
disadvantaged families or families at risk of social 
exclusion.

• 84% of organisations highlighted further learning 
opportunities as part of their activities.

• 96% of organisations indicated they would get involved 
in Family Learning Festival again.



“The important thing is not to 
stop questioning. Curiosity has 
its own reason for existence.”

Albert Einstein

Old Man's Advice to Youth: 'Never Lose a Holy Curiosity.'" LIFE Magazine (2 
May 1955)

Inspiring Curiosity



Inspiring Curiosity Benefits
Curiosity helps us to survive
Curiosity expands our empathy
Curiosity strengthens our relationships
Curious people are happier
Curiosity boosts achievement
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Planning Your Festival
• Step 1 Set your goals
• Step 2 Choose your activities
• Step 3 Think about Skills for Life
• Step 4 Working in partnership
• Step 5 Plan Promotion
• Step 6 Signposting
• Step 7 Ensure your event is safe
• Step 8 Evaluation



Step 1

Set your goals



These could be a mix of:
• Increasing the number of people 

engaging with your organisation
• Promoting specific types of learning 

such as digital skills, STEM, literacy
• Raising your profile of your organisation
• Opportunities to work with new partners

Your Goals



Next, think about your target audience. 
For example, you may decide to target:
• dads
• families from a particular ethnic 

background
• families who live in a particular area
• parents who don’t usually engage in 

school activities
• Not sure which groups to target?

Your Families



www.statistics.gov.uk

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/


Step 2

Choose your 
activities



• The types of activities your target 
families are interested in. Ask!

• What will people learn from the activity?
• Incorporate a crowd puller. 
• Hit the road and meet families where 

they are!
• What happens next?

How to choose?



































Inspiration from 
previous Festivals



























Step 3

Skills for Life





Step 4

Working in 
Partnership





• Local Authority Adult Education, Family 
Learning and Family Information Services

• Libraries, museums and art galleries
• Children’s centres
• Schools and nurseries
• Local colleges and learning providers
• Local employers
• Community centres and organisations
• Cinemas
• Shopping centres
• City farms
• Zoos
• Science centres
• Wildlife charities



Step 5

Promotion







@flfestival



• Word of mouth
• Consider where your audiences goes, can 

you put posters up their?
• What they read? Are there school or 

community newsletters you could include 
your events? A local paper that would run a 
story on your plans? Event listings for your 
local area, or mumsnet/mumbler?

• Who do they listen to? Do your local radio 
stations share events on air?

• Do you work with partners who could share 
the events with their families?

No cost / low cost



• Keep sentences short and organise in 
brief paragraphs

• Speak directly to your families, use ‘you’ 
and ‘your’,

• Avoid using fancy fonts as they can be 
difficult to read

• Repeating appropriate words can be 
helpful, so don’t paraphrase too much.

• Use a readability test; search ‘SMOG 
Calculator’

Promotion tips



Step 6

Signposting and 
further learning



84% of organisations 
highlighted further 

learning opportunities as 
part of their activities.



Step 7

Ensure your event 
is safe for all



On the day



Step 8

Evaluation







What would you 
like to know?



John Beattie
Deputy Director (Families), Campaign for Learning

JBeattie@cflearning.org.uk
@John_Beattie_
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